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STRONG NON SUPPORTFOR T~ESOLUTION06-291-1 pm, Aug. 24,2006

TO: Councilmember DonavanDelaCruz,Chair, ExecutiveMattersand Legal Aiuhirs
Coudlnivut~rAnxrKobayashi;
Councilmeniber CharlesThou x

Councilinember Barbara Marshall,
c-c ,

CouncilmemberRomy Cachola, FP o

CouncilmemberGary Okino ,‘~

FROM: LindaWong,Private Citizen
DATE: August23;2096

RE: STRONG NON SUPPORTFOR RESOLUTION 06291Re1atin~to City Council
Appein1ed~TaskFei~eeh~ed~tea~i~~d~ivpeIt~r~t Nthgh&~eed:~e~tdSyst~’i•.

MohaChair DonavanDelaCruz andCouncilinembers,

SinceI have beenelectedto a seatin a NeighborhoodBoard for severalyears.have participated in numerous
NeighSvheodCen~m1is5i~Th-Mcetg5,aStha4mtmeivt*tthi~rg&~4thte N~i~thex4~eo4Ce~Assienu
Office, I fed qualifiedto speakon this subject

I cannot support RESOLUTION 06-291Relating to City Council Appointed PrivateTaskFamechar edto
•~amineawl repe~c~rethe.N~ brl~estBewdTS~steBI:~fin&tket-theepirn~a14iffitultS
RESOLUTION 06-291 quotesand the City Auditor’s findingsarebeing cloaked with optionsto rid our
citizemy oftheNc4ghb~sSeodBezMsthemselves.TheNe~ghbeSoodBea~Ssdid~ctmaketheOiz~tIen
Chart or political landscapethatperpetuatesthe operational difficultiesof’ the NeighborhoodCommission
Office andTheNeighberhoodCemmissiori

I havereadtheCity AudItor’s Audit oftheNeighborhood Systemthat the City Council voicefully askedthe
City Auditor to cc3mtuctAugust31,2005.ManyChair~ft4cighbex€oodBsdstes€fiath~perso~iw that
day in fitvor oftheAudit asthey experiencemany problems with NeighborhoodCommissionOffice and the
NeigbbovhuedCommiss&øflitseifThcCityA rNsrndmumerousprthk~msand-oversightswiththe
NeighborhoodCommissionOffice andthe NeighborhoodCommissionitself.

Tbr~City Auditar only listed someproblems with someNeighborhoodBoards ofwhith thisRESOLUTION
~6-29i seemsts wreixgly rnaguif~i.

Ia your RESOLUTION 06-291you quote “Whereas,someof theaudit findingsofthe system’s disjointed
~tructti~ Møhit,, “therei~tic~n eH totic City AtIdie?5 “~ecommeS~Sn~athRespons&’;
considerscparating the neighborhoodcommission and neighborhoodcommissionoffice from thenaginQ
directer’s-office anti atteclthgthen ~th~rei~ee~€w bm~thagen~y”twaltesSet4~&prebteni:

Steadof f~bltowin~theCity Auditor’s recommendationsthat theCity Councilitself requested?theCity
Coincfl’~1WSOt-VlION 4*291:callwfwa-F~1vatet~tfenteappSMVA by~eC~WCe~ecitel3acged:
w~texaminingandreporting:
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1.) ~Jiminstion of th.eNB system! The City Auditor did NOT recommendthis. This charge1w theCity
Council is- “tlntg out- thebaby ~th thebathw~c”amSp -.isttmte~ava1iyekeIf~rg&betwee~the
Neighborhood Boards and the City Council.

2) i*q~eninc-fl~ fl 4wei4ht~vst~ TheCtj Auditonfreadyxec~nentdt
separation ofCity Powersto accomplishthis aim andendpolitical maneuvering.

3) Cem-p~at4ngB .~bet~rtww~frfIeverffientief~ed~-I imafl-e weulte~’rlybe aocept4<I
by thoseBoard membersthat look upon their electionasa “vocation” insteadofan ad vocation.

4) Ccnmelidntlenerrees~anjzing&enuinher-ofb~ar-th~thesvsteurthiswa~~yermentjone’j-
any~~iiere,in theCall for an Audit Reso04-387Relating to Audit oftheNCO~or theAudit itself.
Clearly this is carep kn~put~ThbytheCity Ceunei1~hmeiMbertheCit C~cit-proposing2t
seatsinsteadofthe current9 ontheCity Council in anotherReso. -

~9)l4evje-si~thesid ry -ofthecorn-S ~crnj~~e’yees’this- wgs-fne~tienediff-t~Se6-testime~yr~-the
Call for an Audit; Reso04-387Relating to Audit oftheNCO The pastExecutiveSecretarymadea
tciSn thattheNCCYdeesn~vhaveemttgh--m~iISt4mete-e~emtthe N rhos4Bea~twith a
NeighborhoodBoardAssistantto taketheNeighborhoodBoard minutes longerthanfor a2 hour
meeting.ThesesupposedlyNGEA• type’ pcSiensare sup’pescd wSzflS~ a-week.T4~i’~e
being paid 32 hoursa weekand what are they doing correctly theother 30 hours? Certainly theNCO
should4akc Neig boSood-Boar4m~etingminutes~aecun~tdyand-n~t-1ackmi~nnaSn~req’ãed•by
the sunshinelaw, takeminutes pasttwo hours oncea month in their 128hoursmonthly work when
supportingthe-NSj’tbovhoo4fletutkrcmost~h~theirchar~ean suitcovnpliaawitht -public
notice requirementsfor boardmeetingminute& This hasledto Chairs cutting meetingsshortto rave
theykept‘their’ -meetingte-90’mim~nes-.IT-be 1E3, city GffieSeaSr~ardwtembew-~thuniedto.a
pointof not being~ffeetiveHereinyou y~j.find only some~ie~ghkorhoodBoards with not all
Soardscats~flhlettent~rates-and-i alt tomeet-~uenmg~c--Ets-~

i5~Rcvicwinjhe meetingscheduleof thehoards to determinewhether it should bechaneedto
~ce eve’votlwr~enth:-this- ~snee~eiitiøncd~anyssthere hit CaR fe~Aa:Ra04~.3~?,.
Relating to Audit ofthe NCO, or the Audit itself. Clearly this is an optionput forth by theCity
Council itself: l~owcarrdissol~ing-NBv~±eetin~*1,ethinkableif wecannot-fl orBcardmeetings~
now within 13 - 2 hours?

Therefore I find 1 cannotsupportRESOLUTION 06-291Relating to City Council Appointed
Pr4vateTaskFor-oech ~edt~-examir1eandrepert~th6Neighbochoed-BeS-System:1 fledthatthe
operational difficulties RESOLUTION 06-291 quotesandtheCity Auditor’s findings arebeingcloakedwith
options to rid ow citizenry ofthe iQeighborhoedBoardsthemselves.The}tighborhoodBoardsdid riot make
theOrganization Chart or political landscapethatperpetuatesthe operational difficulties ofthe
Neighborhoo&ComnüSSiOnOffice an&theltgltocbootcommissitnTh&NeigbbothoodBoards
themselveshavebeenduly electedto serveastheCity Councilhasbeen.Letus completeourchat-gewith
4~pfrom the City Councit netdisbandment,non-support,eadnegativefeelings.

Respectfully,

cr&}o~~Th
Lin Wong
3U71 PualciCircle#2G~
Honolulu, Ml 96815
Nt 923~74M:


